
THE B
ILL 

am
endments 

1-10 of th
e 

constit
ution

T
he C

onven
tio

ns o
f  a number o

f th
e States havi

ng, a
t th

e ti
me o

f  a
doptin

g th
e C

onstit
utio

n, ex
pres

sed
 a desi

re,
 

in order 
to prev

ent m
isc

onstr
uctio

n or a
buse 

of  it
s p

owers
, th

at 
furth

er 
decl

arat
ory 

and restric
tive clauses 

should be added, and as e
xten

ding th
e g

round of  p
ublic 

confidence 
in th

e  G
over

nment w
ill b

est
 insure  

the beneficent ends of its
 institu

tion.

Reso
lve

d, b
y t

he S
enate

 and H
ouse 

of  R
epres

entat
ive

s o
f  th

e U
nited

 Stat
es 

of  A
meri

ca, in
 Congres

s  

asse
mbled

, tw
o-th

ird
s o

f  b
oth H

ouses
 co

ncurri
ng, t

hat 
the fo

llowing artic
les

 be p
roposed

 to
 th

e L
egisla

tures
 

of  th
e s

eve
ral S

tat
es,

 as a
mendments t

o th
e C

onstit
utio

n of  th
e U

nited
 Stat

es;
 all o

r a
ny o

f  w
hich

 artic
les,

 

when ra
tifi

ed by t
hree

-fo
urth

s o
f  th

e s
aid Legisla

tures
, to

 be v
alid to all in

tents and purposes as 

part o
f th

e said Constitu
tion, n

amely
:

The r
ight of  th

e p
eople t

o be secure in th
eir

 pers
ons, h

ouses
, 

papers
, and eff

ect
s, a

gainst unreasonable searches and seizu
res, 

shall n
ot b

e v
iolated

, and no warra
nts s

hall is
sue, b

ut u
pon probable 

cause, 
supporte

d by oath or a
ffirm

ation, and partic
ularly desc

rib
ing th

e 

place 
to be se

arch
ed, and th

e p
ers

ons o
r th

ings to
 be se

ize
d.

In all c
rim

inal prosec
utions, t

he  

accu
sed

 sh
all e

njoy th
e ri

ght to
 a speedy 

and public tria
l, by an im

partia
l ju

ry of  

the st
ate a

nd distr
ict 

where
in th

e c
rim

e 

shall h
ave

 been
 co

mmitte
d, w

hich
 distr

ict 

shall h
ave

 been
 prev

iously asce
rta

ined 

by law, and to be in
form

ed of  th
e n

ature 

and ca
use o

f  th
e a

ccu
sation; to

 be  

confro
nted

 with the w
itness

es a
gainst h

im; 

to have
 co

mpulso
ry proces

s fo
r o

btaining 

witn
ess

es i
n his f

avo
r, a

nd to have
 th

e a
s-

sist
ance 

of  c
ounsel 

for h
is d

efe
nse.

The en
umera

tion in the C
onstit

ution, of  ce
rta

in rig
hts, s

hall n
ot be  

constru
ed to deny or d

isp
arage o

thers
 ret

ained by th
e p

eople.

The p
owers not delegated to the 

United States by th
e C

onstit
ution, nor 

prohibited
 by it t

o th
e st

ates,
 are r

eserved to 

the states res
pect

ive
ly, o

r to
 

Exces
sive

 bail sh
all n

ot be 

req
uired

, nor ex
ces

sive
 fines 

im
posed

, nor cruel and un-

usual punishments inflicte
d.

In su
its 

at co
mmon law, 

where
 th

e v
alue in

 co
ntro

ver
sy 

shall e
xcee

d tw
enty dollars, 

the 

rig
ht of  tr

ial by jury shall 

be preserved, and no fact 

trie
d by a jury, 

shall b
e o

ther-

wise 
ree

xamined in any co
urt 

of  th
e U

nited
 States,

 th
an 

acco
rding to th

e r
ules 

of  th
e 

common law.

No person sh
all b

e h
eld

 to answer 
for a

 ca
pital, o

r o
therw

ise 
infamous cr

ime, u
nless

 on a 

pres
entm

ent or in
dictm

ent of  a
 grand jury, 

excep
t in

 ca
ses

 arisi
ng in th

e la
nd or n

ava
l fo

rce
s, o

r in
 

the m
iliti

a, w
hen in actu

al se
rvice

 in tim
e o

f  w
ar o

r p
ublic 

danger;
 nor sh

all a
ny pers

on be su
bjec

t 

for th
e sa

me o
ffen

se t
o be tw

ice put in
 jeopardy of  li

fe o
r li

mb; nor sh
all b

e c
ompelle

d in any 

crim
inal ca

se t
o be a witness against himself, n

or b
e d

eprive
d of  li

fe, 
libert

y, o
r p

ropert
y, w

ithout 

due process of la
w; nor sh

all p
riv

ate p
ropert

y be ta
ken for p

ublic 
use, 

with
out ju

st c
ompensation.

No soldier sh
all, i

n tim
e o

f  

peace 
be q

uartered in any house, 

with
out th

e c
onsen

t of  th
e o

wner, 
nor 

in tim
e o

f  w
ar, b

ut in
 a m

anner 
to be 

pres
crib

ed by law. 

A well 
reg

ulated
 m

iliti
a, bein

g 

nece
ssa

ry to th
e se

curity
 of  a

 fre
e 

sta
te, 

the r
ight of  th

e p
eople t

o 

keep and bear arms, sh
all n

ot 

be in
frin

ged.

Congres
s sh

all m
ake no law 

respecting an establishment of 

religion, or p
rohibitin

g th
e fr

ee 
exerc

ise 

there
of; o

r a
brid

ging th
e fr

eedom of 

speech, or o
f  th

e press; or th
e ri

ght of  

the p
eople p

eacea
bly to assemble, and 

to petitio
n th

e g
over

nment fo
r a

 red
res

s 

of  g
riev

ances
.
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